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Hike relief money for DEC victims:
NHRC tells TN Government

Express News Service
Tiruchy, March 24

NATIONAL Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
has directed the Tamil Nadu government to give
a compensation of Rs 1 lakh each to kins of the
victims who died after consuming Di Ethyl Car-
bamazine (DEC) tablets for filariasis prevention
here.

Sources said the Tamil Nadu government dis-
tributed the DEC tablets to prevent elephantiasis
during September 4, 5 and 6, 2004 through the
government midday meal scheme staff, nurses
of municipal hospitals. The medicines were also
distributed in 13 districts including Tiruchy both
in urban and rural areas.

It was later learnt that as many as 22 people
developed vomiting, giddiness, headache and
other problems after consuming the tablets. Six
people, Thangam of Ganesapuram, Balayi of
Khajamalai, Velu of Ganesapuram, Seerangan
of Ganesapuram, Sadiq Batsha of Panaman-
galam and Santhanam of Tirumanur died due to
the several complications after consuming the
tablets. Meanwhile, People’s Watch, a Human

Rights Organisation, had petitioned the Nation-
al Human Rights Commission on December®,
2004 after an onsite verification of the incident
petitioned the NHRC to direct the TN govern-
ment to stop distributing DEC tablets and to pro-
vide compensation compensation to the victims
and govt to take responsible for the deaths.
Based on the petition, NHRC directed the State
government to provide compensation to the de-
ceased. On January 8, 2010, the State Govern-

ment had announced a sum of Rs 50,000 each to
the next of kin of six deceased.

However, on March 5, 2010, NHRC directed the
State government to give a compensation of Rs
1 lakh each to the next of kin of six deceased as
the earlier compensation was not sufficient.
Similarly, the Commission has also instructed
the State government to distribute a compensa-
tion of Rs 10,000 each to all the 22 persons who
suffered sickness.

Meanwhile, the State Coordinator (Law) of
People’s Watch advocate S Martin appealed to the
State and Centre to control the sale of fake drugs
and to ban fixed dose combination which are be-
ing sold in the State market.






